








San Francisco Lodge 120

FROM THE SECRETARY

SECRETARY
Donato T. Lara

November 2025

Brethren,

When Everything Changes in a Moment

Life has a peculiar way of transforming in an instant. One phone call, one conversation, one unexpected 
event—and suddenly, the landscape of our existence shifts entirely. A job loss, a health diagnosis, the 
death of a loved one, or even a chance encounter can redirect the course of our lives in ways we never 
anticipated.

These moments of profound change reveal a fundamental truth: we are never as in control as we think 
we are. The ground beneath our feet, which seemed so solid yesterday, can become uncertain today. In 
these vulnerable moments, we discover what truly sustains us—and it's rarely the material success or 
status we've accumulated. It's the connections we've built, the character we've developed, and the 
community that surrounds us.

This is where Freemasonry offers something invaluable.

At its core, Freemasonry is built on the recognition that life is unpredictable and that we need one 
another to navigate its challenges. The fraternity provides a framework for personal growth through its 
teachings on morality, self-improvement, and service to others. But perhaps more importantly, it 
creates a brotherhood—a network of men committed to supporting each other through life's inevitable 
changes.

When change strikes, Freemasons don't face it alone. The lodge becomes a refuge where members can 
find counsel, encouragement, and practical assistance. Brothers check in on one another, offer wisdom 
from their own experiences, and provide tangible help when needed. This isn't charity in the 
transactional sense; it's the fulfillment of a deeper obligation to care for one's fellow man.

Moreover, Freemasonry's rituals and teachings prepare members for change itself. The symbolic journey 
through the degrees mirrors life's transitions—from darkness to light, from ignorance to knowledge, 
from dependence to self-mastery. These lessons cultivate resilience, teaching that change, while 
inevitable, can also be transformative.

In a world that changes by the minute, Freemasonry offers something increasingly rare: constancy. Its 
principles remain unchanged, its brotherhood endures, and its commitment to making good men better 
provides an anchor when everything else shifts. It reminds us that while we cannot control what 
happens to us, we can control who we become through it—and that we don't have to become it alone.

Fraternally,

Brother Donnie Lara
Secretary
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MASONIC EDUCATION
Larry Laidlaw, P.M., H.A.

Dear Brethren of San Francisco Lodge 120,
I came across this article which has become a common subject for discussion lately and
worthy of sharing with my brothers.

What does it mean to be a US Citizen?

You may hear the phase in the US that “It’s a free country” and to an extent this is true. As a US citizen, you have
many rights clearly defined in the BILL OF RIGHTS, which has been amended to promote greater inclusiveness of
what defines a citizen. If you look at the early versions of the Bill of Rights, you will see many exclusions to
citizenship defined by the early United States and it’s founding fathers. Those not counted as citizens in early days
included Native Americans, Most African Americans, and Most women.
Today a US citizen is defined as a person born in this country or a person who has gone through the full
immigration process to become a citizen. In many cases, becoming a citizen in the United States means you
forswear allegiance to other countries, though in certain cases, people can process dual citizenship. But first and
foremost, the highest allegiance you have as a US citizen is to your country.
So what are the rights of a US citizen? As defined by the Bill of Rights, anyone classed as a citizen has the
right to practice any religion of their choosing, to freely assemble, and to speak or write their opinion,
even if that opinion criticizes the government. Citizens also are allowed, under most circumstances, to
possess weapons, and to be treated equally by businesses, education systems, and government
institutions.
Other protections include your right to be free from search and seizure of your property without warrant,
your right to privacy, and the right to trial before you’re a jury of your peers in you are accused of crimes.
Citizenship always means that if you are accused of a crime, the burden of proof in on the accuser, and
you are always presumed innocent of a crime until a jury or judge decides otherwise.
As a US citizen, you also have certain responsibilities. You must remain lawful, obey laws of bother the
country and the state in which you live. You cannot commit acts of treason against your government.
Male Citizens at the age of 18 must register with the Selective Service, and if a draft is in place, male
citizens drafted must not refuse to serve their country.
Another responsibility is your willingness to respond to summons to juries when called. Since all citizens,
are accorded the right to trial by jury, regular citizens must staff juries. Normally a US citizen can’t refuse
to serve jury duty. You do have to show up, though you may be granted an exception of being part of a
jury under certain circumstances.
There is some dispute on whether voting is a right or a responsibility. As a citizen you don’t have to vote,
but many believe that full citizenship is realized as a result of participatory electorate, or where all
citizens exercise their right to vote. Nevertheless, voting is not a requirement of citizenship, but rather a
right.
For many, citizenship in the US is very special, and other bemoans the fact that people don’t realize how
lucky they are. It’s easy to take for granted the rights that were hard won by early founders of this
country, especially if you were born a citizen of the US. It’s interesting to note when people immigrate to
the US, how many of them are very anxious to exercise the rights that many of us do take for granted.
Immigrants often can’t wait to vote and eagerly anticipate their ability to take full part in the democratic
process.
Source; Tricia Christensen (5/17/24)
Respectfully, Larry Laidlaw, PM, HA, Committee of history and knowledge

San Francisco Lodge 120 November 2025
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DONOR RECOGNITION PLAQUE
THE SAN FRANCISCO SCOTTISH RITE 
CHILDHOOD LANGUAGE CENTER
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San Francisco Lodge 120

2025 LODGE OFFICERS

TRUSTEES
Thomas Chavez, P.M. Member 1st 2025
Becker Cheng, P.M. Member 1st 2026
Fady Zoubi, P.M. Member 2nd 2027
Ed Del Rosario, P.M., H.A. Member 2nd 2028
Albert Cua, P.M. Chairman 2nd 2029

Oliver Sarmiento Mangubat (Michelle)
Master

Salvador C. Tandoc (Candace)
Senior Warden

Garry Fontillas (Michelle)
Junior Warden

Robert Gonzales
Treasurer

Donato Lara (Flor)
Secretary

Dennis Duey (Sahlee)
Assistant Secretary

Jerry Verzosa, P.M., H.A. (Cristy)
Chaplain

Clarito A. Balquedra, Jr. (Catherine)
Senior Deacon

Ricky Hermoso (Jo)
Junior Deacon

Jonathan Galvez (Emely)
Marshal

James Meade
Senior Steward

Eddie Fernandez
Junior Steward

Ernest Batara (Aldelyn)
Tiler

Joseph Espinueva
Organist

Alexis Rueda, P.M.,H.A. 
Officer’s Coach

Allan Nubla, P.M., H.A.
Inspector 141st Masonic District

(775) 385-0166
oliverbongsarmientomangubat71@yahoo.com

(415) 368-8682
tandoc@hotmail.com

(415) 412-6466
garryfontillas@yahoo.com

(415) 6995290
bobgonz650@gmail.com

(209) 640-4941
dtlara@gmail.com 
sfl120.secretary@outlook.com
(707) 752-0477
sfcduey11@gmail.com

(916) 805-0509
jv69okey@aol.com

(650) 452-2382
cabjr2@yahoo.com
(415) 244-9268
Joricky1011@hotmail.com

(415) 699-5814
galvezintaglio@gmail.com

(415) 235-7374
jamesmeade@ymail.com

(650) 483-9564
eddzki27@yahoo.com

(650) 483-7484
eadb1925@gmail.com

(650) 892-7184
joesnueva@yahoo.com

(650) 892-1051
Ar_fdl376@yahoo.com

(650) 922-4684
Allan9128@comcast.net
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MAKING TRUE FRIENDS, IMPROVING OURSELVES, HAVING AN IMPACT

2850 19th Avenue San Francisco, CA 94132

OUR MISSION AND OUR LODGE

Welcome to San Francisco Lodge 120. One of the most diverse, friendly, and celebrated lodges 
in the Bay Area. Here we welcome all looking for friendship and brotherly love and to those who 

are interested in our vast history and tenants that have survived for time immemorial.
We meet meet every Thursday at 7:30pm at 2850 19th Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94132. Our 

Stated Meeting Dinner is held every first Thursday of the month at 6:30pm.

Join Us
San Francisco Lodge membership is open to men 18 and older 

who meet the qualifications and standards of character and int- 
en-tion, and who believe in a Supreme Being. Men of all ethnic 

and religious backgrounds are welcome.
One of Freemasonry’s customs is not to solicit members – men 
must seek membership on their own initiative. Anyone is wel- 

come to request information about the fraternity.
If you are interested in applying for membership to our lodge, 

now is a good time to start. Please contact us to schedule a visit 
during an event, or request more information.

Lodge Secretary: Donnie Lara 
Phone: (209) 640-4941

Email: sfl120.secretary@outlook.com

San Francisco Lodge 120 September 2025

mailto:sfl120.secretary@outlook.com
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